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Understanding the VBBL Prescriptive Path and the Primary 
Entrance Door Energy-Efficiency Exemption: 
What Builders and Homeowners Need to Know About Wood Doors 
 

 

As a door manufacturer dedicated to quality craftsmanship and building-code compliance, we frequently receive 

questions about how wood doors fit within today’s increasingly stringent energy-efficiency standards.  With evolving 

codes like the Vancouver Building By-Law (VBBL), it’s natural for both builders and homeowners to wonder whether 

their preferred entrance door materials — particularly solid wood — are still permitted. 

 

The good news: the VBBL includes a specific exemption for primary entrance doors, allowing the continued use of 

traditional wood doors without the need to meet the same performance metrics required of other exterior 

fenestration products.  Below, we break down what that exemption means, why it exists, and how it impacts your 

design and material choices. 

 

 

 

What Is the VBBL Primary Entrance 

Door Exemption? 
 

Under the Prescriptive Path of the Vancouver Building 

By-Law, most exterior doors, windows, and skylights 

must meet defined thermal performance 

requirements (typically expressed as U-Values or 

energy ratings).  However, the code recognizes that 

primary entrance doors serve purposes beyond pure 

thermal efficiency, including security, durability, 

aesthetics, and accessibility.  As a result, the VBBL 

grants an exemption that allows: 

 

The primary entrance door of a dwelling unit to be 

excluded from the prescriptive energy-efficiency 

requirements that apply to other exterior doors.  

This includes a single-door unit — or units with: one 

or two leafs, that can be installed together with 

attached transoms and sidelites, all within a single 

rough opening.  

 

This means that a solid wood door can be used as the 

main entry door even if its insulating properties differ 

from those of high-performance insulated steel or 

fiberglass units. 

 

 

Why Does This Exemption Exist? 
 

1. Wood Doors Serve Functional and Architectural 

Roles Beyond Energy Performance 

Primary entrances are often architectural focal points.  

Homeowners select wood for its warmth, 

craftsmanship, and timeless character — qualities that 

cannot be replicated with synthetic materials. The 

VBBL acknowledges this value by providing flexibility 

at the main entry. 

 

2. Air-Tightness and Overall Envelope Performance 

Matter More Than a Single Door 

Energy modelling shows that the overall building 

envelope, insulation, and mechanical systems have a 

far greater impact on a home’s energy performance 

than the U-Value of a single entry door.  Since primary 

doors are used frequently, expecting them to perform 

like sealed insulated panels is impractical. 

 

3. Accessibility Requirements Often Shape Door 

Design 

Primary entrances must meet clear-width and 

threshold criteria for universal access.  These 

dimensional constraints can limit the ability to 

enhance insulation without compromising durability 

or code compliance. 
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What This Means for Builders 
✔ Design Freedom Without Compromising Code 

Compliance 

Builders can confidently specify wood entry doors for 

Vancouver projects without needing to justify energy-

performance values. 

 

✔ Better Aesthetics and Customer Satisfaction 

Homeowners often prefer the look and feel of real 

wood for their front door.  The exemption allows 

builders to offer that option without resorting to 

“work-arounds.” 

 

✔ Simplified Project Planning 

Because the exemption is clearly defined, it reduces 

uncertainty during permitting and inspections. 

 

 

 

 

What This Means for Homeowners 

✔ You Don’t Have to Sacrifice Style for Efficiency 

Your home’s main entry can feature the warmth, 

character, and craftsmanship of a real wood door — 

fully compliant with the VBBL. 

 

✔ A Wood Door Won’t Compromise Your Home’s 

Energy Efficiency 

The impact of one entry door is minimal when your 

home is otherwise well-sealed and well-insulated. 

 

✔ Long-Term Durability and Repairability 

Unlike many composite doors, quality wood doors can 

be repaired, refinished, and renewed over time. 

 

 

 

What Does the Exemption Not 

Mean? 
 

While the VBBL allows wood doors at the primary 

entry, it does not mean that any door can be used in 

any condition.  Builders must still ensure: 

 

Proper installation to maintain air-tightness and 

reduce heat loss around the opening. 

 

NAFS compliance with weatherstripping and 

threshold systems designed for the local climate. 

Alternative Method for VBBL 

Compliance 
 

In addition to the prescriptive path, the VBBL also 

allows a performance path to compliance for projects 

that don’t meet every individual prescriptive 

requirement. 

 

This approach uses the overall performance of the 

building — verified through energy modelling — to 

demonstrate that the home meets or exceeds the 

energy-efficiency targets of the prescriptive method. 

 

This means components that fall outside prescriptive 

values, such as multiple wood exterior doors, can still 

be used as long as the building’s total energy 

performance remains compliant. 

 

Read our article ‘Understanding the VBBL 

Performance Path’ to learn more. 

 

 

 
Pattern #127 with Pattern #114SL 

 

 

Our Commitment as a Door 

Manufacturer 
 

We’ve built our reputation on delivering doors that 

balance beauty, durability, and regulatory compliance. 

The VBBL exemption aligns perfectly with our long-

standing belief that a primary entrance door must do 

more than simply insulate — it must welcome, 

protect, and endure. 

 

Whether you’re a builder navigating code 

requirements or a homeowner selecting the front 

door that will define your home’s character, we’re 

here to help you make informed, confident decisions.
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DISCLAIMER: This publication is intended for EDUCATIONAL purposes only.  The information contained herein is 

subject to change with no notice, and while a great deal of care has been taken to provide accurate and current 

information, B.C. Door Co. Ltd., their affiliates, and staff make no claims, representations, or warranties as to 

accuracy, completeness, usefulness or adequacy of any of the information contained herein.  Under no 

circumstances shall, B.C. Door Co. Ltd., their affiliates, or staff be liable for any losses or damages whatsoever, 

whether in contract, tort or otherwise, from the use of, or reliance on, the information contained herein.  This 

publication is for educational purposes only and is not intended to provide, and does not constitute, legal or other 

professional advice.  Professional advice and the VBBL (https://www.bccodes.ca/vancouver-bylaws.html) should be 

consulted regarding every specific circumstance before acting on the information presented in these materials.

 


